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Plan offered to protect 11 Sound coast
By KATHERINE HUT!' SCOTI'

Gannett News Service

WASHINGTON - c.ongtessionallaw-
makers from states bordering Long Island
.sound proposerl Thesday that the federal
governmenlspend $40million a year to bw
and protect wildlife.babitat, open space and
recreational sites along the threatened es-
tuary.

Abipartisan group of lawmakers 'from
Cono ecti l'Uland New '\brk inIrodured iden-
fica!bills in !he House and Senate thatwould
create an advisory committee to recom-
mend whidl pieces of land to acquire. A ma-
jor goal would he to increase public access
to the sound, which CDI1tributesabout $6bil-
lion annually to the local ooonomy through
tourism and commercial fishing.

The land stewardship program would be
volWttal)~and private owners ofcoasmJ land
would have the option of not selling. The}'

also could opt to enter in-
to agreements to con-
serve their land or re-
q11irethat future owners
protect it.

The wund is a major
ecosystem furmarine life,
provides important habi-
tat. for nUg~ating and

UebermBn bree.ding birds and is
home to 125bird species,

including the endangered piping plover, ac-
cording to the National Audubon Society,
'which applauded the propooed stewardship
program,

"[n reeent)'ears, the pressures on the
sound have grown," said Rep. Rob Snn-
mons, R-Stonington, who introduced the
House legislation with Rep. Steve Israe~ D-
N.Y "Access to the water hBs diminished,"

Both development and non-native
species are threatening the sound's shores.

Less than 20percent ofthe coast is acres- spokeswoman.CaseyArlenWansbwy,said.
sibleto !bepublic,saidDavidMille~execu- Allfour senalors from Connecticutand
tivedirectorofAudubonNewYork. NewYorksupportthemeasure,Sodoallfive

Sen. Joseph Lieberman, D-CQnn.,the HousemembersfromConnecticutandeight
chiefSenatesponsoroftbe legislation,said of the 29House members fromNewYork.
the advisorycommitteewouldUBesatellite The accord aJU1mmced'fuesday marks
data and computers to e\'wuate the biow- . a truce in the squabbling that has taken
versity and recreatiana] potentW ofeach placebetween the twodelegationsovertl1e
piece ofland past year regarding other issues involving

'This billuses new-age approaches to the sound.Thoseissue.s includethedwnp-
take on the age-oldproblem of conserva- ingofmaterial dredgedfi'omNorwaikHar-
tion,"Lieberman said during a news con- bor on the border between the two states,
ference announcingthe legislation. andthe CrossSmmdCable,whichconnects

Lieberman introduced a similar bill in IDeelectric transmission grids of New Eng-
April When the Senate Environment aodland and Long Island.. .
Public Works CQmmittee discussed it last "Weput our di./fe.renoe.saside to take the
month, committee chairman Sen. Jame.s In. right side for the sound.," Israel said
hofe, R-Okla.,expressed concern about Theraredlsplayoft.eamvrorkshouldheJp
property owners' righ I1i. the IegisIBti0Dmove throughCongress,even

AfterconsultingwithSinunonsand oth- though it was introduced late in the con-
er members ofthe House, Lieberman mod- gressionaI sessian, saki ThnProfeta, Lieber-
ified his bill to address thOBeconcerns. his man's coWlBelfor the environment.


